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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6505 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEL AVIV 3991 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, IS 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI OIL EXPLORATION IN THE SINAI 
REF: TEL AVIV 2289 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . DA VAR REPORTED ON JUNE 3 THAT ISRAELI AND FOREIGN 
EXPERTS HAD EXAMINED THE OIL SIGNS DISCOVERED AT THE 
OFFSHORE DRILLING IN THE GULF OF SUEZ AND CONCLUDED 
THAT THE SITE DID NOT POSSESS OIL IN COMMERCIALLY 
EXPLOITABLE QUANTITIES. GOVERNMENT ENERGY ADVISOR DINSTEIN 
WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT A NEW OFFSHORE DRILLING SITE 
WILL BE DETERMINED ON THE BASIS OF THE INTERPRETATION OF 
THE RESULTS OF THE CURRENT DRILLING. DAVAR ADDED THAT A 
FOREIGN GROUP HAS EXECUTED 

AND FINANCED THE DRILLING, AND FUTURE OFFSHORE 
DRILLINGS IN THIS AREA WILL BE EXECUTED UNDER THE SAME 
ARRANGEMENT. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 TEL AV 03991 061141Z 

2. DAVAR ALSO REPORTED ON JUNE 1 THAT THE LAND DRILLING 
AT AT-TUR WAS BEING DEEPENDED TO A PLANNED DEPTH OF 
1,500 METERS. THIS WAS SAID TO BE THE FIRST IN A SERIES 

OF THREE LAND DRILLINGS THAT WILL BE EXECUTED IN THE 
AREA. MAARIV NOTED THAT THIS NEW LAND DRILLING AT AT-TUR 
WAS BEGUN AFTER THE DIAGONAL DRILLING IN THE AREA FAILED 
TO STRIKE OIL. END UNCLASSIFIED 
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BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

3. AN ISRAELI INVOLVED IN NORTHERN SINAI EXPLORATION 
TOLD US THAT RECENTV LAND DRILLING IN THE EL ARISH/ 
NORTHERN SINAI AREA HAD REVEALED OIL SIGNS AND THAT THE 
REGION SEEMED "PROMINING. '' HE WAS LESS OPTIMISTIC THAT THE 
OFF-SHORE RIG WORKING AT THE NEW SITE NORTH OF EL ARISH 
WOULD FIND OIL. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

LEWIS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: EXPLORATORY DRILLING, OIL FIELDS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TELAV03991 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770200-0970 
Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770685/aaaacxap.tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 32273984-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 TEL AVIV 2289 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2257091 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ISRAELI OIL EXPLORATION IN THE SINAI 
TAGS: ENRG, IS, EG 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/32273984-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



